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upon stand all morals, and are obligatory 011 all men with-
out exception. They include five prohibitions. (It is not
a little surprising that the five precepts obligatory on all
men are merely five prohibitions designed not to teach
men what they have to do, but warning them not to do
such things as are interdicted to them. This supposes that
man is prone to do certain acts which are sinful. The
Buddhist law of the five precepts forbids him to yield to
such propensities, but it does not teach him particular
duties to perform. It does not elevate man above his
original level, but it aims at preventing him from falling
lower.) The five prohibitions are: Not to destroy the
life of any being; not to steal; not to commit adultery;
not to tell lies; not to drink any intoxicating liquors or
beverages.

Our author seems to be a perfect master in casuistry, as
he shows the greatest nicety and exactness in explaining
all the requisite conditions that constitute a trespassing of
those precepts. We will give here but a few samples of
his uncommon proficiency in this science. As regards the
first prohibition, he says, five things are necessary to con-
stitute an offence against the first commandment, viz., a
being that has life, the intention and will of killing that
being, an act which is capable of inflicting death, and the
loss of life of that being consequent on the inflicting of
that action. Should but one of these conditions be want-
ing, the sin could not be said to have taken place, and
therefore no complete trespassing of the first prohibition.

Again, as regards the second precept, five circumstances
or conditions are necessary to constitute a trespassing, viz.,
an object belonging to another person, who neither by
words nor signs showed any intention to part with it;
the knowing that the owner intends to keep possession of
it; having the actual intention to take away secretly or
forcibly that object; an effort to become possessed of the
thing by deceiving, injuring, or by mal-practices causing
the owner or keeper of the thing to fall asleep; and.